Abstracts of workshops on major growing points in diagnostic ultrasound and selected papers make up the book. To reduce costs the authors' typescripts have been reproduced in their original form so that errors in syntax and grammar have not been corrected. Although many of the articles are interesting there is little that cannot be found in the standard ultrasound journals. The book might be purchased as an aide-memoire for those who attended the Congress but at £55 is unlikely to be of interest to most practising ultrasonographers.
LESLIE A BERGER

Consultant Radiologist
The Royal Free Hospital, London X-ray Interpretation for MRCP. C R K Hind pp 180 £7.95 London: Pitman 1983 It is not often that I am asked to review a book which I honestly can say that I thoroughly enjoyed, but this was the case with Dr Hind's 'X-ray Interpretation for MRCP'. It presents a number of question-and-answer sections packed with useful information. My junior staff also seized on this delightful work. The book is designed to help candidates for the MRCP through the X-ray problems set in Part 2 of that examination. The question-and-answer format is designed to simulate that used in the MRCP. Obviously such a book does not cover the whole field of radiology and all possible questions that might be asked in that examination, and also in a book at this price the quality of reproduction of the films is sometimes such that it is actually difficult to see the points which have been made. I did not find the lack of a systematic approach a drawback, indeed I think it is an advantage. When I took the MRCP examination I prepared myself by reading through Cecil and Loeb (Textbook of Medicine) page by page. However, I only managed to reach page 1100 and all the questions were taken from subjects dealt with in later chapters. Such a problem will not arise with Dr Hind's book. It is perhaps a little unfortunate for Dr Hind that a very similar book both in format and title has appeared almost simultaneously with his own, but this does not detract from the value of his 'X-ray Interpretation for MRCP' which I would recommend to candidates for this examination and indeed to other students and practitioners at all levels as a well presented and highly educational book which is a pleasure to read. The introduction of mass screening programmes for congenital hypothyroidism, initially promoted by Dussault and his co-workers, has led to a resurgence of interest in this subject. The overall plan of this multi-author book is excellent, being subdivided into sections covering developmental aspects of thyroid physiology, the experience of existing screening programmes, classification of congenital hypothyroidism, and methods and results of treatment. The weakest section, surprisingly, is that related to screening programmes, rescued only by the concise account of thyroid stimulating hormone (TSH) screening by Illig. The relative merits of thyroxine and TSH screening could have been more fully discussed.
The first third of the book deals with maturation of thyroid physiology in a wide ranging and thought provoking manner and includes a speculative chapter on the relationship of thyroid hormones with somatomedins, nerve growth factor and epidermal growth factor. This is counterbalanced by the clinical chapters of the final sections; of particular note are the descriptions of transient primary hypothyroidism in areas of mild iodine deficiency and of the very high incidence of congenital hypothyroidism in areas of severe iodine deficiency. The presentation of data on the predictive value of clinical indices, bony maturation and biochemistry for eventual psychomotor attainment is very stimulating and is central to the final section.
Although extremely successful to date, screening has not simplified our understanding of congenital hypothyroidism but rather has produced more relevant questions of aetiology and management which this publication poses and begins to answer. As promised in the foreword, it provides the 'best available answers' and therefore can be warmly recommended. As such, the contents are somewhat diverse but nevertheless of considerable interest. All the authors of the chapters are medical scientists of international repute, with great experience in their respective subjects.
The first chapter by Dr Murphy, Director of the Roswell Park Memorial Institute, is a thoughtful dissertation on the developing international relationships in oncology, as indicated by the welcome proliferation of international cancer societies. The following two chapters, by Drs Wilcox and Douglas, also concern aspects of cancer organization. Vincent DeVita, a pioneer of cytotoxic chemotherapy, provides an interesting account of the kinetics of chemotherapy, and Maurice Tubiana, of the Institut Gustave-Roussy, contributes a lucid survey of the recent progress in radiation oncology. The remaining chapters, on cancer epidemiology by Dr Muir, marrow transplantation by Dr Thomas and growth regulation by Leo Sachs, are full of wise counsel. This is a neat volume which provides a worthwhile reminder of an excellent congress. IAN Professor Beaver and his two colleagues have attempted in this 9th edition to update Craig and Faust's 'Clinical Parasitology', which has been an invaluable reference book since the first edition appeared in 1937. The need is even greater today because parasitic diseases are receiving far more attention in the tropicsmainly due to the stimulus given by the World Health Organizationbecause the tools for control are becoming inadequate as a'result of the resistance of the parasites and vectors to drugs and insecticides. There is also a greatly increased occurrence of parasitic diseases in non-tropical areas due to the introduction of parasites in immigrants, and the increasing risk of parasitic infection in homosexuals and in tourists and businessmen travelling to exotic parts of the world. Immunosuppression has also brought problems with the activation of dormant parasites such as Strongyloides which produces lethal infections.
This edition of 'Clinical Parasitology' includes a great deal of new information but it is somewhat unbalanced due to the interests of the American authors. For example, rare parasites such as Sarcocystis or the pathogenic free living amoebae, are given far more attention than Giardia and Toxoplasma which infect millions of people. Some of the chapters have not been adequately updated; this is obvious in the section on onchocerciasis where the methods of diagnosis and treatment ignore most of the advances made in the past 20 years. It is clear that the authors have tried to do too much. The subject is growing too rapidly. 'Clinical Parasitology' is not the best title for this book and it is doubtful if the 175 pages devoted to arthropods will be of much interest to clinicians. The culture of animal cells is not new, having its origins at the beginning of this century. It expanded rapidly in the 1950s, particularly with the establishment of continuous cell lines. In addition to virology and tumour biology, tissue culture is contributing to cell genetics, immunology and areas of specialization such as cellular control and function. Tissue culture technology also, has many routine applications in medicine and industry.
This book, after a brief discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of tissue culture and the biology of the cultured cell, goes on to outline the design, layout and equipping of the laboratory. Chapters then follow on aseptic techniques, safety and biohazards, culture environment, preparation and sterilization, dis-
